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ABSTRACT

K C Reddy was the 1¥CM (Chief Minister) ofthe Mysore State, present Karnataka State,Reddy
wasa  great social reformer and  thepolitician,  withseveral reforms in
educationalreforms,Industrialdevelopmentalreforms,Agriculturalreforms,infrastructuralreformsi
nthestate,andtriedtoimplementtheschemesforthepoorandthedepressedclassesinthestate, The title
as"Father of Karnataka" is attributed to K. C. Reddy, who served as the ChiefMinister of the
erstwhile Mysore State, presently Karnataka from 1928 to 1947. There wereseveral political and
the legal challenges for the 1 Chief Minister of the Mysore State, due toseveral princely states
was under the control of small kingdoms. K C Reddy played a
pivotalroleinthedevelopmentandprogressofthestateduringhistenure.K.C.Reddy'sContributions: 1.
IndustrialDevelopment:K.C.Reddyplayedavitalroleinpromotingindustrializationinthestate. Heenc
ouragedtheestablishmentofindustriesandprovidednecessarysupporttoentrepreneurs.Hiseffortsledt
othegrowthofvariousindustries,includingtextiles,sugar, cement,andironand steel.2.Education
Reforms:K.C.ReddymadesignificantcontributionstothefieldofeducationinKarnataka.Heinitiatedv

arious
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educationalreforms,including  the  establishmentof  theMysore  University inl916,
whichlaterbecamearenownedinstitutionforhighereducation.3.AgriculturalReforms:Recognizing

the importance of agriculture in the state's economy, K. C. Reddy
implementedseveralagriculturalreforms.He focused
onimprovingirrigationfacilities,enhancingcropproductivity,andintroducingnewagriculturalpracti

ces.Thesereformssignificantlycontributed to the growth of the agricultural sector in Karnataka.
K. C. Reddy's
contributionsandvisionaryleadershiphavehadalastingimpactonKarnataka'sdevelopment.Hisemph
asis on education, industrialization, and infrastructure laid the foundation for the
state'sprogress.The reformshe implementedpavedthewayforKarnatakatobecome one ofthemost
prosperous and industrially advanced states in India. The Research paper explains thesocial and
the political development in Mysore state during the period of K C Reddy, as apolitician(Chief

Minister) in thestate.

KEYWORDS:KCReddy,SocialDevelopment,PoliticalCarrier.

ReviewofLiterature

S.M. Krishna: the chief minister at the time, upheld the valuesand courage that
K.C.Reddyhascometostandfortoday.HesaidthatK.C.Reddywasapoliticalmodelworthyofemulatio

nby thecurrentcropof politicians.

INTRODUCTION
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K CReddy joined the freedom movement ata very young age. After graduating from lawschool
he established the ‘“PrajaPaksha”(People’s Party) in 1930. The party worked towardsthe
creation of a stablegovernment in the Princely State of Mysore. Itwas successful ingarnering
support of thelocal people as it workedfor the cause of the local farmers. In
1934 thepartymergedwithanotherorganizationPrajaMitraMandaliandformedthePrajaSamyuktha

Paksha (Mysore People’s Federation). Hereafter, the federation helped the IndianNational
Congress in their fight for freedom. Reddy became the head of the Mysore unit ofCongress
partytwice,between 1937-1938 and1946-1947. MysorebecameaPart-B state ofthe union because
Maharaja of Mysore issued a proclamation on this regard on 25 November1949.5K.C.
ReddyMinistry wasan adhoc arrangementfrom25Q0ctober
1947 (eventhoughlndiabecameRepublicon26January 1950)tillthefirstelectionunderAdultfranchise
washeldin 1952 and KengalHanumanthaiah waselectedas

ChiefMinisterofMysorepostelectionstherebyendingtheunscheduledtenureofK.C.ReddyMinistry.!

6]

FINDINGS
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» K.C.ReddyprioritizedthedevelopmentofinfrastructureinKarnataka. Heimplemented
various  projects suchas the construction of dams, bridges,and
roadstoimproveconnectivityandfacilitatetransportation. Theseinitiativesplayedacrucia
Irolein theoveralldevelopmentofthe state.

» Social Welfare: K. C. Reddy also focused on social welfare programs. He
workedtowardstheup-
liftmentofmarginalizedcommunities,promotedwomen'seducation, and introduced
measures for rural development. His initiatives aimed
tocreateamoreinclusiveandequitablesocietyintheMysoreState.

» In 1930, immediately following his graduation from law school, he founded
the“PrajaPaksha”orPeople’sParty. Theprincipalobjectiveofthepartywastoestablishasta
blegovernmentintheprincelystateofMysore.

» Overtime,PrajaPakshagainedthesupportoflocalsduetotheirmanifesto’ssupportforthelo
calfarmers’cause.In1934,itmergedwiththePrajaMitraMandalitoformthePrajaSamyukt
aPakshaorMysorePeople’sFederation.

» From1935t01937, KCReddyservedaspresidentoftheMysorePeople’sFederation. After
1937, the federation joined the Indian National Congress in thestruggle
forindependence.

» Reddy served as president of the Mysore Congress twice between 1937-38 and1946-
47. He added membership in the Constituent Assembly of India to his list ofpolitical
accomplishments. As soon as India attained independence in 1947, he
ledtheefforttoestablishasecuregovernmentinMysore.

» KCReddywasthestate’sfirstchiefminister. Hiscontributiontothecurrentdemocraticsyst
em ofgovernance isindispensable. In 1952, following his

tenureaschiefminister,hewaselectedtotheMysoreLegislativeAssembly.
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CONCLUSION

K.C.ReddywasrecognizedforhisroleinreplacingtheMaharaja’srulewithastablegovernment at his
birth centenary. Organized by the State government at the Banquet hall
ofVidhanaSoudha,the 100"
birthanniversarycelebrationswasareminiscenceofthecontributionsthatK.C.Reddymadetothegover
nment.Hewasoneoftheveryfewpoliticianswhodidnotclingtopower,seekingre-
election.Hewastherarepolitician,apotent combination of steely nerve, courage against all odds
and a pioneering spirit that neverbacked down. He entered politics in order to achieve a stable
government and despite
variousforcesatworkagainsthim,hesawhisdreamreachfulfilment. Hisdreamistodaythegovernment
structure that is of the people, for the people and by the people. K. C.
Reddy'ssignificantcontributionstovarioussectorsmakehimthe"FatherofKarnataka."Hisvisionary
leadership and progressive policies transformed the state and set it on a path

ofsustainedgrowthanddevelopment

SCOPE

Hisdecisionsarelikethebhumipujeformanydevelopmentsin landreformsin
thestate,forthedevelopmentofdepressedandthepoorclass. AfterindependenceofIndiain1947,hewas
atthe forefront of the Mysore Chalo movement seeking responsible state government in
MysoreState and wenton to become the first Chief Minister of the state after
JayachamarajendraWadiyar, the Maharaja of Mysore signed the Instrument of Accession
to join thenew dominion of India onthreesubjects,namely,defence,external
affairs,communicationsandhenceMysoredidnotloseitssovereigntyonothersubjects. ! The
ConstitutionofIndia was adopted by the Indian Constituent Assembly on 26 November 1949
and came

intoeffecton26January195 Owithademocratpgggwgntsystem,completingthecountry's
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transition towards becoming an independent republic replacing the Government of India
Act(1935)

asthegoverningdocumentofindiaandthus, turningthenationintoanewlyformedrepublic.™
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