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ABSTRACT

Alandknownforitssilks,spicesandsandalwood,Karnatakaaddsupasanexperiencetorememberf
oralifetime.TourisminKarnatakastandsoutwithitsdiverseofferingsthatincludewildlife&nation
alparks,monuments&heritage

sites,beachesandpilgrimagesites.Y etanothernotablepointisthattourist
attractionsinKarnatakaarelocatedatgeographicallyextremeendswhich
interestinglymakethecapitalBengaluru(SiliconValleyofIndia),thefocalpoint
oftouritineraries.Karnataka is home to several forts, architectural marvels and is blessed with a
rich cultural heritage. Other diverse visitor attractions include pilgrim sites, coastal landscape
and wildlife / national parks. The state also offers a variety of tourism products that
catertothedemandfromdifferentvisitorsegments,suchas,eco-tourism,wellnesstourism
andadventuretourism.Overtheyears,Karnatakahasemergedasoneofthemostsought after tourism
destinations in the country and also created a space for itself in the international tourism circuit.
As of 2013, the State was ranked as the fourthl preferred destination among domestic tourists

and ranked thirdwith regard toattracting investments in the tourism sector.
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INTRODUCTION

During the policy period 2009-14, about 318 project proposals with a proposed investment of

aboutRs.950croreswasapprovedbytheDepartmentofTourism,GovernmentofKarnataka.
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Of the total number of project proposals approved, 126 projects3 were completed and
investment subsidies were disbursed. The government has constituted a Karnataka Tourism
VisionGroup(KTVG)in2013,comprisingeminentcitizensandsectorspecialiststoprovide a road
map for making Karnataka a tourist experience destination on par with international standards.
The KTVG in its report has estimated the quantum of employment possibilities,
additionalrevenuepotentialandtheinvestmentsneededforprovidingafilliptotourismin

theState. AspertheKTVG’sreport, thetouristtrafficinthestateisprojectedtoincrease from the current
100 million to 210 million by 2024. An investment of Rs. 54,000 crores has beenestimated in
the sector over the nextfive years(2015-20) andabout half of this investment is likely to be

mobilized from the private sector

REVIEWOFLITERATURE

UNWTO - Tourism is a social,culturalandeconomic phenomenonwhich entails the movement of
people to countries or places outside their usual environment for personal or
business/professionalpurposes.Thesepeoplearecalledvisitors(whichmaybeeither
touristsorexcursionists;residentsornon-residents)andtourismhastodowiththeir

activities,someofwhichinvolvetourismexpenditure.

UNESCO-Karnataka

World Heritage Week is celebrated to promote the heritage and the culture of monuments as
well as important sites for their conservation. It aims at increasing awareness among general
peopleabouttheircultureandtraditionsandwhytheymustbeprotected. Thedesignationof a World
Heritage Site provides evidence of a place being culturally sensitive and that it needs legal
protection.Due to the emerged pandemic this year, the 2020 edition of World Heritage Week is
celebrated digitally through online platforms. Karnataka is a state with a rich culture
andheritagethatisenrichedwitharchitecturaljewelsandnaturalenrichmentslikebeaches and valleys.
Indiahas38WorldHeritagesitesthatinclude3Ocultural,7Natural,and Imixed site. Karnatakahastwo
UNESCOWorldHeritageSites thatarepopulardestinationsand major tourist attractions- Hampi
and Pattadakal. Hampi boasts of the ruins from theVijayanagar Empire and is an ancient village
locatedin North Karnataka, along the banks
oftheriverTungabhadra.Pattadakalontheotherhandwasbuiltinthe 1 8thcenturybythe
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Chalukya dynasty and is a marvellous group of monuments in Indo-Aryan design. Other than
these, Karnataka boasts of more than 25 other heritage sites like Badami, Mysore, Belur,
Sringeri, etc.

Tourists can plan to visit any heritage monuments in Karnataka to discover the historical
significancetheplaceshaveandtolearnaboutthebackdroprelatedtothesefascinating places. Some of
the destinations to choose from are:

» Mysore: The city which served to be the capital of the ancient Kings is a popular
weekend getaway. The city is an exemplary destination of heritage, culture, and
magnificent palaces.

» Hampi: Locatedatadistanceofabout340kilometersfromBangalore,Hampiis rightly called
an open museum with ruins scattered all over the city.

» Badami: Ifyouarefascinatedbycavetemplesandhistoricalmonuments,then Badami must
be on your bucket list. Situated in a valley that overlooks marvelous sandstone temples,
the capital city of the Chalukyas surrounds the beautiful Agastya Lake.
Otherthantheabove-mentioneddestinations,you  canchooseanyotherheritagesites  to

celebrate this heritage week

FINDINGS

Visitor Arrivals: Local: Karnataka data was reported at 81,333,659.000 Person in 2021. This
records an increase from the previous number of 77,453,339.000 Person for 2020. Visitor
Arrivals:Local:Karnatakadataisupdatedyearly,averaging37,825,953.000Personfrom

Dec1997t02021,with250bservations. Thedatareachedanall-timehighof 227,934,714.000 Person
in 2019 and a record low of 8,678,670.000 Person in 2002. Visitor Arrivals: Local: Karnataka
data remains active status in CEIC and is reported by Ministry of Tourism. The data is

categorized under Global Database’s India — Table IN.QDO001: Resident Visits: by States
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Resident Visits:All India datawas reportedat 677,632,981.000 Person in2021. This records
anincreasefromthe previousnumberof610,216,157.000Personfor2020.ResidentVisits: All India
data is updated yearly, averaging 610,216,157.000 Person from Dec 1997 to 2021, with 25
observations. The data reached an all-time high of 2,321,982,663.000 Person in 2019 and a
record low of 159,877,008.000 Person in 1997. Resident Visits: All India data remains active
status in CEIC and is reported by Ministry of Tourism.

SCOPE

KarnatakaisprimarilyknownforitsHeritagedestinationsandits Wildlife/
NationalParks. Apartfromthat,itisalsofamousforitsmagicalhillstations,
spectacularwaterfalls,pilgrimagecentresanda320kmlongcoastlinedottedwith un-spoilt

beaches
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ObjectivesoftheKarnatakatourismindustry

» To achieve the vision, mission and set the direction for the tourism industry over the
next five years, the following objectives are outlined:

» Accelerate and facilitate private investments; and encourage entreprencurship in the
tourism sector.Motivate and enthuse different segments of the society to contribute
towards development of the sector.

» Provide a ‘total quality’ experience to visitors, from before the arrival till after
departure,Facilitateeffectiveinterdepartmentalco-ordination,streamlinesprocesses to
improve sector performance.

» Enhanceskills,knowledgeandprofessionalisminthetourismindustry.

\4

Encouragelocalemploymentopportunities.
» Support the use of Information & Communication Technology (ICT) based initiativesin

improving quality of services to tourists.

CONCLUSION

Focusesonacceleratingandfacilitatingprivateinvestmentsinthetourismsector,andstrives to be an
outcome based initiative. The Policy follows a non-discriminatory approach topromote balanced
regional development by attracting investments from the private sector and local entrepreneurs.
The Policy strives towards creating an enabling environment for safe and
sustainabletourisminKarnatakaandlaysemphasisonprovidingqualityexperienceto tourists. The
Policy encourages a positive shift in attitudes - from regulation and control to
decentralizationandempowermentatlocallevels; frompatronagetobuildingpartnerships; and from

linear government-led structures to allianceswith diverse stakeholders in the sector.
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