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ABSTRACT 

CPECstandsforChina-PakistanEconomicCorridor,aprojecttoconnectPakistan'sdeep-waterport 

of Gwadar and the Chinese city Kashgar through pipelines, railway lines and highways.China 

initiated the project as a part of its broader Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). This studyaimed to 

identify and critically analyse Pakistan's various opportunities and challenges fromCPEC. 

The project aims at developing infrastructure and acting as a catalyst to support theeconomic 

development of both countries, as well as opening new trade, transportation andbusiness 

opportunities to other neighbouring countries such as India, Afghanistan and Iran. Otherbenefits 

identified in the study include improved infrastructure of Pakistan, Energy security,efficient 

connectivity between China and Pakistan leading to more investment opportunities,Skill 

development of Pakistani workers, promotion of tourism, agricultural development,regional 

stability at the border between China and Pakistan and the International standing 

ofPakistan.Ontheotherhand,thechallengesidentifiedwerethepressureofitstimelyexecutionwithi

n regional disputes and security concerns. Further, the Chinese government's lack 

oftransparency and the project's undemocratic nature, regional economic and income disparity. 

Theinterference of Pakistan's military in the decision-making board, the political and 

regionalinstability and local communities that will be affected by the project. These issues 

must beaddressed on a priority, essentially by Pakistan's government, for the project's 

successfulimplementationandlong-termbenefits. 

Keywords: China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), Belt and Road Initiative 

(BRI),GwadarPort,AncientSilkroute,TradeDeficit. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

TheChina-PakistanEconomicCorridor(CPEC)isamajorprojectthataimstolinkthewesternregion 

of China and the southern part of Pakistan. The links will be constructed through a 

networkofrailwaylines,highwaysandpipelines.This corridor isasegmentof China'slargerbelt 

and 
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Road Initiative (BRI) and works towards enhancing the trade and economic cooperation 

betweenChinaandPakistanwhilealsowelcomingothercountriestoparticipateinbusinessthroughth

elink(Khan&Khan,2019). 

TalkingabouttheadvantagesofCPECforPakistan,thisprojectisworkingtowardsbuildingastronge

rinfrastructureandattractingnewbusinessopportunitiesbycreatinganetworkofroads,pipesandrail

waylines.Ali(2016)suggeststhatthiswillfacilitatetradeandinvestment,remotelinkregions,andhel

pthementermajormarkets.Hussain(2017)alsostatedthatthiswouldhelpPakistan overcome issues 

of an energy shortage, create job opportunities and improve overalltransportation. The CPEC 

will also enhance the geopolitical position influence of 

Pakistan.Further,theauthorsuggeststhattheprojectisexpectedtodevelopthecounty'sinfrastructure

ofindustries and accommodation by helping them connect with global value chains. Overall, 

CPEChasgreatpotentialtoenhancetheeconomiclandscapegreatlyandthusishighlybeneficialforPa

kistan. 

However, several researchers argue that CPEC can bring new challenges to Pakistan. 

Discussingthechallenges,Ali(2016)statedthatoneofthemajorissuesistheburdenofdebtthatPakista

nmighthavetohandleforfinancingCPECdevelopment,whichmightleadtofiscalweaknessesand 

inevitably depend upon Chinese financial support. Hameed (2018) also stated that 

CPECmight also increase regional disparities due to the concentration of investments in 

selectedregions, such as Punjab. This will leave other areas behind and may lead to regional 

disputes.Moreover,theprojectalsohasnegativeenvironmentalimpactsonPakistan'sfragileecosyst

em,such as in the Port area. Bhattacharjee (2015) also stated that this project could also force 

thesocialdisplacementoflocalcommunities. 

Talkingaboutitsgeopoliticalinfluences,Hussain(2017)statedthatthiswillworsenPakistan-India 

and Pakistan-US relations, which will put pressure on Pakistan's security and 

strategicchallenges and financial stability. According to Khan & Khan (2019), Pakistan needs 

hugefinancialaidsincurrentscenarioandconsequently,itwillrelyheavilyonChinesefinancialaidsth

rough CPEC. Also, regional disputes can happen due to non-uniform development due 

toinvestments in the selected region. Regarding its environmental impacts, the project 

mayadverselyimpactPakistan'secosystem,causingdisplacementoflocalcommunities.Thisstudy

aimstouseresearchfromdifferentfieldstofillinthesegapsandcomeupwithafullpictureofCPEC'sop

portunitiesandchallengesforPakistan. 

AIMOFTHESTUDY 
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Thisresearchaimstocriticallyevaluatethe 

impactofCPEConPakistanandidentifythekeyopportunitiesandchallengesthatitmaybringforPaki

stan. 

 

LITERATUREREVIEW 

According to the study by Baig et al. (2023), after COVID-19, poor countries are especially 

inneed of the importance of stakeholder thinking, which needs sustainable solutions for 

otherdiseases and food security. China Pakistan Economic Corridor could serve as a model 

forcooperation in west-east or developed-underdeveloped food security through 

economiccorridors. All participants recognised that the China Pakistan Economic Corridor had 

enviableand clearly beneficial benefits for food security, despite disparities in stakeholder 

interest,influence, and understanding. As the policy implications project, integrated reports 

fromnumerous ministries should be unidirectional for synergy and should take into account 

allstakeholdersbecauseignoringanygroupwillleadtoarepetitionofthepast. 

Khanetal.(2022)statedthatthedevelopmentofhumanresources,includingprogrammestoenhanc

eworkers'skillsandcapacity,isoneoftheproject'smostimportantelements.Severaltraining and 

development initiatives have been started under CPEC to raise the level ofexpertise of 

Pakistani workers in several industries, including infrastructure, energy, 

andagriculture.Withthehelpoftheseprogrammes,workers'technicalandvocationalskillswillbe 

improved, and they will be better prepared to contribute to the modern economy. The 

projectalsoincludesattemptstoincreaseacademiccooperationandgivePakistanistudentsfinanci

alaidtostudyabroadinChina,bothofwhichwillenhancethestandardoflearningandresearchinPaki

stan. 

Akhtar et al. (2021) found that the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) includes six land-

basedcommercial and infrastructure corridors. The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 

(CPEC), ahuge development project, is presumably the most finished one. Pakistan views 

this as 

thebeginningofaneweraofconnectednessandintegration.Thiswillhaveasignificantimpacton 

the economic prosperity of the region and Pakistanis' quality of life. According to 

theauthors,theelderdemographic;"mature,""welleducated,"or"respondentswithauniversityed

ucation," is quite knowledgeable about CPEC. Younger people anticipate less social changeand 

migration impact than older people, but older people anticipate greater economic 

andenvironmentalbenefits.Thereareseveralsocial,economic,scientific,organisational,environ

mental, and geopolitical issues associated with megaprojects, particularly those 

carriedoutindevelopingnations. 
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Ali (2020) said that the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is a significant 

componentof China's Belt and Road Initiative, and is of interest to Pakistani and international 

scholars andpolicymakers (BRI). A collection of initiatives known as the China-Pakistan 

EconomicCorridor(CPEC)aimstodevelopindustrialareasandcommunicationandenergyinfrast

ructure.CPECmayexacerbatetheregion'spoliticalclimate,particularlyinSouthAsia,whereitmigh

texacerbatetensionsbetweenPakistanandIndiasinceIndiaviewstheprojectasaChinesepoliticalands

ecurityendeavour.But,studyhasshowedthattherearealotoflargechallenges that need to be 

solved before CPEC projects can be finished effectively. Thesedifficulties include concerns 

about internal security, mistrust from other countries, the potentialfor sabotage, and 

governance issues. The Pakistani government must take action, such 

ascreatingaspecialforceforthesecurityofCPECprojects,tocircumventtheseissues. 

According to the study by Ahmed (2019), from the first official diplomatic 

negotiationsbetween the two nations in 1950, their relationship has evolved significantly. 

According to theChina-

PakistanEconomicCorridor(CPEC)deal,Chinawouldspend$62billioninPakistan.This has 

enhanced economic cooperation between the two nations and earned China themoniker of 

Pakistan's "all-weather friend." Beijing and Islamabad view the CPEC as a "game-changer" 

because of its significance for the global economy and politics. CPEC has been 

acauseoffrictionbetweenPakistan'sfederalandprovincialadministrationssinceitsinceptionin 

2015. This essay examines the impact of the CPEC on Pakistan's ambitions to establish 

astrong nation. CPEC has also provided Pakistan with a much-needed opportunity to 

resolveinterprovincial and federal-provincial tensions through dialogue and compromises 

based onnation-buildingprinciples,accordingtothereport. 

Khurshidetal.(2018)statedthattheConstructionofenergyfacilities,includinghydroelectricand 

coal-fired power plants, is part of the CPEC project, which would assist Pakistan inaddressing 

its energy crisis and increasing energy security. Construction of energy projects, likecoal-fired 

power plants and hydroelectric power stations, is one of the project's key elements.These 

projects will alleviate Pakistan's ongoing energy issue and offer energy security. 

SincethereisnowaseriouslackofelectricityinPakistan,loadsheddingandfrequentpoweroutagesne

gativelyinfluencethenation'seconomyandthedailylivesofitscitizens. 

AccordingtoUllah etal.(2018),theconstructionofresorts,hotels,andrecreationalareasisplanned 

as part of CPEC, which will aid in the expansion of Pakistan's tourism industry. 

ToimprovetheinfrastructureinpopulartouristdestinationsinPakistanlikeGwadar,Gilgit- 
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Baltistan, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, several CPEC projects have been initiated. The 

touristindustrymaygrowtobeasignificantsourceofemploymentandrevenueforthecountry.Inad

dition to infrastructure development, CPEC also involves tourism-related initiatives 

forPakistan,likeadvertisingcampaignsandculturalexchangeprogrammes. 

According to Khurshid (2018), the two countries must create a border security unit to 

overseethe exchange of all kinds of services, goods and people. There are stakeholders other 

thanPakistan and China, such as Iran, Afghanistan, Central Middle East, India and even 

USA.Pakistan'sworseningeconomyisworrisomeandcouldcauseserioustroubletoitsinternational

security if strict steps are not taken immediately. CPEC surely is a great opportunity for 

Pakistantocomeoutofitsworseningsituationandreviveitsfallingeconomy.Withthegivencircumst

ances, Pakistan has a great opportunity to welcome CPEC and take strategic steps 

tomanagethechallengesandriskscomingwiththeproject. 

AccordingtoHameed(2018),sinceearlytimes,theinitiativesofdevelopingtheinfrastructureofPaki

stanhavebeenmainlyconcernedwiththeprocessofnation-building.Buttheirattemptsto create a 

homogeneous space, the central state of Pakistan, which Punjab dominates, alwayscreates 

fractured spaces that cause their people to have personal regionalist goals. CPEC has 

alsofocusedondevelopingandimplementingregionalistpoliciesbyassuminganunequalshareofthe 

project to Punjab while maintaining the secrecy and non-democracy of the project's 

planning.CPECoffersachanceforthemilitarytoincreaseitscontrolofthedecision-

makingprocessinthestate.ThePakistanarmyhasthereforeshowninterestinplayingaformalroleint

heCPECproject'sexecution.ThisprocesswassupportedbythesecurityconcernsofBeijinganditswa

ragainst the militants of Uighur. Hence, the author suggests that CPEC can only enhance 

thepowerandcontrolofthePakistanarmyifthereisasolidlocalorinternationalchallengetothismeth

od. 

AccordingtoHussain(2017),economiccorridorsareagreatwaytointerconnectcountriesandcollect

ively develop in many ways. These corridors facilitate investment opportunities and hencegrow 

the economy of both countries. The CPEC project between Pakistan and China aims 

atlinkingGwadarandKashgarandwillallowChinatoeasilyaccesstheoil-

richMiddleEasternregions,suchasSaudiArabia,aswellastheArabiansea.Therefore,theprojectisen

visionedtobenefitChina,Pakistan,andotherclosecountriessuchasIndia,IranandAfghanistan. 

According to Ahmed & Mustafa (2016), under the CPEC, numerous initiatives have 

beenstartedtoenhanceirrigationsystems,watermanagement,andthedevelopmentof 
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contemporary farming methods. These initiatives seek to enhance Pakistan's agriculture, 

whichsignificantly contributes to the nation's economy in terms of quality and productivity. 

TheexpansionofagricultureunderCPECisanticipatedtoincreaseagriculturaloutput,whichwillen

hance food security, boost exports, and create jobs in the sector. Additionally, the 

CPECincludes programmes to support agricultural research and training to enhance farmer 

skills andbroadentheadoptionofcontemporaryfarmingpracticesacrossthenation. 

AccordingtoAli(2016),CPECcanbeginlarge-scalesocioeconomicdevelopmentinPakistanifit comes 

into effect as per the plans. It has the potential to pave the way for regional 

connectivityofeconomyandtrade.ItwillalsofacilitateintegrationbetweentheregionofCentral,sout

handEast Asia. CPEC will therefore establish a regional economic integration and will help 

inresolving the political differences by allowing a better environment of economic 

cooperation.However, the author also suggests some threats, such as political controversy in 

Pakistanregarding their route’s selection in different regions, degrading security measures 

and thesituation in Afghanistan, which can potentially affect Pakistan and the lack of reliability 

and trustwithin certain states of Pakistan. The CPEC will bring economic platforms for Pakistan; 

however,both countries may have to devise strategic solutions to address issues about 

internationalsecurity,internalpoliticalunrestandcivicunrest. 

AccordingtoHaq&Farooq(2016),ChinahaslittletonointerestininterferingwithPakistan'spower 

distribution and control structure. Therefore, these imbalances can be further 

exacerbatedduetoCPEC.Chinaismoreinterestedinpreservingstabilityamongthepoliticalentitiesi

nitsbilateralrelations.Thiscanbeunderstoodfromitsnostringsattachedpolicyofaid,nointentionto 

interfere with internal issues and respecting the sovereignty of all territories. However, 

China'snational interests in its foreign policies need to be more transparent, which are often 

seen asdeviatingfromitsnon-

interventionprinciples.ThiscanbeseeninChina'sabsoluteintolerancetowards its regionalist 

ambitions. Due to this problem, it is highly unlikely that China 

willrespondrespectfullytowardsregionalelites.Therefore,CPEChasthepotentialtomaintainthest

atus quo of power distribution in Pakistan only when there is national or international 

criticismagainstthenegativeeffectsofCPECinitsstates. 

According to Butt & Butt (2015), for CPEC to be successful, Pakistan's government 

mustconsiderallthestakeholders,suchasthepeoplelivingnearthecorridorandlocalgovernments.F

urther,politicalinstability,civicunrestandregionalextremismcausehindrancesininfrastructuralw

orksandwillcertainlyaffecttheCPECproject.Pakistanhasidentifiedand 
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realised these problems and is now taking steps to deal with the issues, such as chasing 

downmilitant organisations. Pakistani Government have decided to establish a security regime 

with anarmy division for the protection of CPEC from security dangers. Pakistan is already a 

countrywith different ethnicities, so promoting diversity is not a challenge, which will help in 

minimisingracial discrimination and bigotry. The efforts can further reach out to educational 

reforms to uniteall these efforts in the future. Beijing can help Pakistan deal with many of its 

issues, such ashandlingitsfallingeconomy,terrorism,religiousextremismandpoverty. 

According to Abid & Ashfaq (2015), developing the Gwadar port and using it as the 

businesshub for export/import business will cause inequality of income as compared to other 

regions. 

Torectifythisissue'simpactonCPEC,PakistaniGovernmenthastodealwithsuchinequalitiesinthef

uturebyreducingthedisparity.Forthis,theycanbuildsmallerindustrialunitsanddevelopthe 

infrastructure in the far regions of Balochistan. As China is one of the strongest 

economicpowers, it has decided to take responsibility for the successful execution of the 

CPEC 

project.ForChina,CPECwillbecomeazoneofeconomictrading.Theauthorfurthersuggeststhatthe

sectors responsible for planning and development of the project should research ways to 

monitordifferent affairs to identify the impact of any scheme of development. Also, regional 

governmententities such as the government of Balochistan must ensure that the locals also get the 

benefits 

ofCPECandthatalltheirbasicproblems,suchaswater,electricityandeducation,arefacilitatedfor 

them. The project should also offer employment in the local communities for local 

economicgrowth. 

 

BELTANDROADINITIATIVE(BRI) 

TheCPECisalarge-

scaleinfrastructureandeconomicdevelopmentprojectforbothChinaandPakistan. It also aims to 

offer business and trade opportunities to other countries. The project 

hasgreatpotentialtobringsignificanteconomicbenefitsbutcanalsobringseveralchallengesandrisk

s.Understandingtheopportunitiesandchallengeswillhelppolicymakersandstakeholdersto draft 

better policies based on facts. According to Islam & Cansu (2020), CPEC has 

variousimpacts, such as environmental, geopolitical, social and economic. This study took a 

holisticapproach to examining and understanding the broad global and regional geopolitical 

implicationsof CPEC on Pakistan and discussed factors such as China's strategic interests too, 

along with theimpact on regional stability and regional security of Pakistan. The study also aimed 

at identifyinghow this project will affect social life in Pakistan, including its impacts on human 
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rights, 

culturalheritageandlocalcommunities.Talkingabouttheeconomicimpacts,thisresearchaimedat 
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identifying and analysing the key economic impact on both Pakistan and China, including 

itspotentialtoboosttheeconomy,improveinfrastructureandcreatejobs. 

SeveralopportunitiesforPakistanwereidentifiedinthestudy,suchasaboosttotheeconomy,develop

ment of infrastructure such as roads, railway networks and industries, better energysecurity to 

deal with the ongoing energy crisis, better connectivity to travel between Pakistan andChina, 

investments and industrialisation, development of employable skills among Pakistanipeople, 

promotion of tourism due to better connectivity and improvement international profile ofPakistan 

among the world. Further, the study revealed that various challenges could compromisethese 

opportunities. Some of the various challenges identified in the study are the issues of 

bordersecurity and timely execution, lack of transparency in CPEC policies and objectives of 

China,interference of Pakistani Military, internal regional disputes within Pakistan, 

interference 

ofinternalmilitantandterroristgroups,theregionalincomedisparityandeconomicdevelopmentdis

parity within Pakistan. These challenges and their mitigation strategies are discussed below 

indetail: 

 

THEISSUESOFBORDERSECURITYANDTIMELYEXECUTION 

CPEC surely is a great way for socioeconomic development for China, Pakistan, and 

otherneighbouring countries. It will establish the link for trade and regional economic 

connectivitybetween Central, South and East Asia, because of which will lead to the 

development of 

aneconomiccommunityintheregionsunderitsinfluence.However,tomakethemostoutofit,itstimel

y execution is one of the most crucial factors. Other important factors highlighted by 

theauthor were the issues of trust deficiency among regional states, political controversy in 

Pakistanregardingtheroute’sselectionforCPEC,effectivesolutionstosecuritythreatsandachangei

nthe attitude of trade relations between India and Pakistan. CPEC is highly critical for 

China'senergy security goals, but it is bound to suffer from internal instability, political and civil 

issues,regional security and the activities/interference of the Pakistan Army in the decision-

makingboard(Rathoreetal.2020). 

 

THE LACK OF TRANSPARENCY AND INTERFERENCE OF 

PAKISTANMILITARY 

The aim of Pakistan to create homogeneously and uniform spaces in its country has always 

beencompromisedbyPunjabregions,asitalwayshasbeenahuboflocaldisputes,andpeoplethereten

d to have personal beliefs and regional policies that are not streamlined with the national 

goals.StressingthePakistanimilitaryinterferencewiththeCPECproject,theauthorstatedthatthe 
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militarycouldusetheprojectasachancetoexpanditsinfluenceandcontroloverthedecision-making 

for the states affected. Over the years, its rigorous infiltration into Pakistan's 

politics,economy and society has helped them create an important presence in the states 

(Ashraf et al.2018). 

Since CPEC also lacks transparency and secrecy, it has facilitated an opportunity for the 

Pakistanimilitary to push for a role in its decision-making board. It is highly common around the 

world touse the name of security to justify secrecy, censorship and lack of transparency. The 

sametechnique is being pushed into the CPEC project, making the project extremely unequal 

andundemocratic.Chinaisinterestedinprotectingitsbilateralrelationsasitsinternationalactionsdo

n't reflect its policies and promises (Ishaque, 2016). Therefore, an international reaction 

iscritical to criticise these negative activities and influences on Pakistan to keep it in check with 

itsoriginalobjectives. 

 

INTERNALREGIONALDISPUTESANDLOCALMILITANTORGANISATI

ONS 

Economic corridors such as the CPEC project are great strategies to interlink countries 

andfacilitate fast economic development. The CPEC project also aims for the same, especially 

whenPakistan's economic condition is worsening critically. This will allow Pakistan to revive 

itseconomicpowerandbringinfrastructuretosupportbetterlivingstandardsforitspeople.AsforChin

a, the corridor will allow their easy reach to the middle eastern regions and the Arabian 

Sea(Ahmadetal.2018).ThetradeopportunitiesextendbeyondChinaandPakistantothemiddle-

easterncountries,India,AfghanistanandIran. 

However,Pakistanhasalonghistoryofcontinuouslyrunningregionaldisputesandchallengesrelate

dtolawandorder,likeinBalochistan(Wen&Saleeem,2021).Theauthorsuggeststhatsuch issues 

are very sensitive and must be handled with a properly planned approach. As 

forPakistan,thecountry'sgovernmentmusttrackdownallthegrowingmilitantorganisationsandput 

an end to them to support positive society building. There are other issues, such as 

terrorism,religiousdisputes,povertyandlackofelectricity,whichmustbehandledmutuallybyPakist

anandChinaforthesuccessfulexecutionofCPEC.Intheend,theauthorstatedthatPakistanhasidentif

ied and understood these requirements and is already taking appropriate measures 

tosustainCPEC. 
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THEREGIONALDISPARITYININCOMEANDDEVELOPMENT 

CPEC's immediate results will be reflected in the development of Gwadar port which 

willbecomeaninternationalhuborcentreforfacilitatingbusinessandtrade.Thesebusinessesandtra

des will bring significant changes and improvement in the landscape of the province 

ofBalochistan and the entire of Pakistan. However, the author stresses the income disparity 

factor,whichwillariseduetotheunequaldevelopmentandcashflowsintheBalochistanGwadarportr

egions and the rest of the regions (Rathore et al. 2020). To deal with this challenge, a 

greatstrategic move for the Pakistani Government is to develop small industries dispersed 

strategicallyintheotherregionsnotbenefitedbyCPEC.Thiswillfacilitateamoreevenandfairdistribu

tionofinfrastructureandsocialandeconomicdevelopment.Theresponsibilitytobuildthecorridorha

s been undertaken by China, as the corridor is also an integral part of China's 

economicdevelopment. Overall, the author highlighted the need to develop policies to 

consider thesocioeconomic impact of CPEC on the local communities, which can be further 

strengthened 

byclosemonitoringoftheprocessandresults(Wen&Saleeem,2021).Themostbasicneedsthatmust 

be met are building a safe and healthy lifestyle for the local communities under the 

influenceofCPEC,suchasprovidingeducation,electricity,cleanwaterandhealthcare. 

 

DISCUSSION 

There are various gaps in the current studies regarding how CPEC will influence China 

andPakistan's economy and overall development. First, the impact of CPEC on the environment 

andsociallifestillneedstobeinvestigatedfurtherasitisstillunexplored,such ashabitatloss,airand 

water pollution, disruption in the ecosystem & climate change. Second is the impact on 

localcommunities,suchasthepeoplelivinginandaroundtheGwadarPortarea,sothatappropriatesol

utions can be devised and implemented. Third, even if the project aims at the 

economicdevelopmentofPakistanandChina,theeconomicbenefitsmustbecriticallyevaluatedbey

ondinfrastructuraldevelopments.Thisincludesitsactualpotentialtogenerateemploymentopportu

nities, technological development of Pakistan, value addition to its supply chain 

andsustainability (Bhattacharjee, 2015). Fourth, there is also a need to evaluate the impact of 

theprojectonPakistan'ssecurityandpoliticaldynamics,especiallyitsrelationswithIndiaandU.S. 

 

CONCLUSION 

TheCPEChasawiderangeofbenefitsandchallengesforallcountriesaffectedbyit.Giventheworseni

ngeconomicsituationofPakistan,CPECcanemergeasasaviourofthecountry,butatthesametime,its

weakandvulnerablestatealsoopensthedoorforvariouspotentialthreatsto 
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its national security and political power distribution. Therefore, the CPEC has been criticised 

forits various impacts on the geopolitics of Pakistan and China, Pakistan's natural environment 

andlocalcommunities,debtandsecurityconcerns.Despiteallthechallenges,CPECisasignificantpr

oject that can bring incredible benefits if executed properly. The developments of 

CPECdirectly and negatively impacts the relations of Pakistan and India to extreme levels. 

Further, 

theresearchsuggeststhatthestrategicimpactsofCPECshouldbeaddressed.Thenameofsecurityhasb

eenusedtodefendarbitraryactionsofthestate,andlackofcensorshipandtransparency,making the 

planning and execution of CPEC undemocratic and unfair. CPEC has the potential 

tostrengthenthegeopoliticalinfluenceandeconomicdevelopment,whichcanbeseenasathreatbyot

hercountries,particularlyinIndiaandU.S.Thiscanalsobeduetoitslong-termhistoryofbreeding 

terrorism. Thus, the entity which will be most affected due to CPEC is; Pakistan. Itssuccess 

depends upon its ability to solve problems, such as maintaining transparency in itsdecisions 

and goals to avoid any dominance and interference of Pakistan's military, taking 

asustainableconstructionapproachanddevelopingthelocalcommunities. 

However, there are also certain limitations to the available studies/data on which this study 

isbased,whichmaycompromisetheresults.CPECisalargeandcomplexprojectwhichisstillinits 

evolutionary phase. Due to the ever-changing business environment around the world, 

severaluncertaintiescaninfluenceitsresults/benefits.Thus,itisdifficulttopredictitsimplicationsfor

Pakistan accurately. CPEC is a long-term goal which may take even decades to 

complete.Therefore,understandingitsimpactsonbothcountriesmaytakeasimilaramountoftime.T

hisis also due to the fast-changing economic environment around the world. The CPEC 

connectstwo countries-China and Pakistan. Due to its potential opportunities and challenges, 

it is apolitically sensitive project. Thus, the research may need help finding factual and financial 

data.Sincethestudyisbasedoncurrentlyavailableresearchdataandpersonallydisclosedfactsandfig

ures by the CPEC itself, the research may need to find comprehensive and reliable data on 

theprojectanditsfinancing. 
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