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Abstract

Education is the key to achieving the country's social change. The last stage of
educationis higher education. Various efforts were made to improve India's higher education
system afterindependence. Gender equality is a principle in the Preamble, Fundamental Rights,
FundamentalDuties, and Directive Principles of the Indian constitution. The Constitution not
only assureswomen's equality, but also empowers the State to take positive discrimination
measures in favorof women. The study focused on the significance of female education and the
challenges thatwomen face inhigher education institutions. The researcher focused on the need
tostrengthentheempowermentofwomen.Hence,themainobjectiveofthe
studyistoknowstudents'perceptions of the challenges they face and to know the demands of
empowerment.  Objectivesof the Study were to study the perceptions of women students
towards Challenges and
demandsinHigherEducationandtofindouttherelationshipbetweentheareasofChallengesanddemand
s in Higher Education as perceived by female students. It is possible to obtain betterresults using
the whole sample frame. The subjects were chosen from Degree and PG Colleges,and three
B.Ed. Colleges are situated in the Davanagere district of Karnataka. Female studentsperceived
high perceptions with respect to the areas viz. The importance of girls' education,facilities,
professional competence of staff, curriculum issues, teacher-related issues, research-
relatedissues,andoverallperceptionsofchallengesanddemandsinhighereducation.

Keywords:Perception,Attitude,WomenStudiesand
HigherEducation.Introduction

Education is an essential instrument for fostering social change. Reaching the
desiredsocial change in Indian society, at all levels and at all ages of children, is the only
remedy.Education has been credited with socializing, with teachers and educational institutions
beingconsidered socializing agents. The world's population is almost entirely composed of
women.Duetohegemonicmaleideology,theysufferedgreatlyastheyweredeniedequalopportunitiesin
different parts of the world. The rise of feminist ideas has led to a significant improvement
inwomen's conditions worldwide in recent times. Access to education has been a key demand
ofthese women's rights movements. Higher education sustains women in two ways.
Qualifiedwomen have the chance to become leaders in society and serve as role models for
youngerfemales.Italsohelpsfemaletochoosedomainsofexpertise,whetherthisisadecisionmakers
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throughinfluenceonpolicyissuesrelatedtosocial,economic,andculturaldevelopment,orbytheirpartic
ipationinfamilyandcommunitylife.

Theobjectiveothighereducationistoachieveaccess,equality,justice,quality,employability,
inclusiveness, and create an economy for the knowledge society. To improveaccessibility, the
number of institutions in the country is expected to double within the next
fiveyears.Creatingmoreuniversitiesandenhancingexistingonesisnecessaryforthecentralgovernmen
t. In addition, programmes which enable the team education system, PG
eveningprogrammesandintegratedUG/PGprogrammeswouldhelptofacilitateaccesstohighereducati
on.Eachyear,thenumberofstudentsshouldincreasebyabout20%to30%.Modernizing  laboratories,
motivating researchers, and funding research are necessary to improveresearch domains. The
promotion of international collaboration in research is necessary andresearchers should be freed
from needless restrictions on international travel. Participation ratesin tertiary education should
be increased for women, SC/ST students, minorities and physicallydisabledpeople.

Women's literacy in the world is terrible, with at least 880 million illiterate adults
andyouth, 60% of whom are women, as per the World Bank (2000). There are 130 million out-
of-school children between the ages of 6 and 11, approximately 60 percent of whom are
girls.During 2002-04, the adult literacy rate in South Asia was 58.7% for both sexes, with
malesearning 70.5% and females earning 46.3%, as per the UNESCO Institute for Statistics
(2006).The development of nations is hindered by these illiterate individuals. Female literacy
rates arelow and the gender gap in South Asia is significant. The current situation in South Asia
indicatesthat there are major challenges for women's literacy. Gender and urban/rural disparities
aresubstantial in countries with low literacy rates. Women's literacy is essential to address
genderinequality's wider issues. India's literate population is 70 females per 100 literate males.
Over thepast decades, great progress has been made in promoting women’s education; the gap
betweenmaleandfemaleliteracyratesdeclinedfrom26.62%t021.69%between1981and2001(Sharmil
a&Dhas, 2010), which was further reduced to 16.6% in 2011. The 34.5% illiteracy ratein 2011
has resulted in 252, 249, 642 women being unable to read or write in India today.According to
the All India Survey on Higher Education 2015-16, the total number of students inhigher
education has been estimated at 34.6 million, with 18.6 million boys and 16 million girls.There
are 46.2% of girls in the total enrollment. In that context, universities reserved for womenhave
the key to promoting women's education. As of March 31, 2017, there are 799
universitiesinIndia,ofwhich13areexclusivelyforwomen,knownaswomen'suniversities.
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NeedandImportanceoftheStudy

Education is the only weapon that can effectively fight almost every deep-rooted
evilafflictingsociety.Sexbiasesarecommoninanyenvironment,whetherit'sathome,ineducational
institutions, at work, or in society in general. These biases create structural andattitudinal barriers
that prevent female students from obtaining higher education. The socialproblem, economic
problem, and educational problem are the main problems facing women'seducation. The social
attitude towards women's education is generally negative. Education forwomen is considered as
an important practice of “Patriotic system, Early marriage,
parentalilliteracy,lackofeducationalfacilitiesathome,maleteachersasthetutorsandgirlsresponsibiliti
es at home are the other hindrances among girls access to education. Women mayfind it
challenging to take care of their brothers and sisters and carry out household tasks due
toeconomic problems. Earning and contributing to family income is crucial in economically
worsefamilies. At the social level, women with educational difficulties are unwilling to pursue
furthereducationortraining.

Despite cultural barriers, females are increasingly obtaining higher education at
higherlevels, as has been observed in recent decades. This is a sign of societal change that occurs
in anurban setting.In certaincircumstances, the number of female students in higher education
iseven greater than that of male students. The development of society seems to benefit from
theinvolvement of a large proportion of the population in academic activities. Female students
inhigher education were the focus of the current study. These issues can be overcome and
theimpact on our system can be decreased through suggestions. The primary focus of the study
wason the significance of female education and the challenges that women face in Higher
Educationlnstitutions. The principal focus of the researcher was on prerequisites to improve
women'sempowerment. The study's main objective is to gain a better understanding of women
students'perceptions of the challenges they are facing and to identify the prerequisites for
empowerment.Higher Education has a small number of female students compared to male
students. Only 18 to22 per cent of women pursue higher education and the dropout rate is
equally high. There are avariety of reasons for this interruption. The study's purpose is to
uncover the reasons throughacademic exercises.

The objectivesforthestudy

1) Toinvestigatetheperceptionof challengesanddemandsinHigher Educationbyfemalestudents.
2) Toassesstheperception ofchallengesanddemandsbyfemalestudents inHigherEducation.
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ResearchMethodology

Thevariablesareincorporatedintothesampleoffemalestudentsforthepresentinvestigation.
Female students who were studying at university and professional colleges in theDavanagere
district of Karnataka were asked to complete the questionnaire. It is possible toobtain better
results using the whole sample frame. Subjects were selected from Five Degree andPG Colleges
and three B.Ed.In the Davanagere district of Karnataka, there are thirty-sevenDegree Colleges
and eleven B.Ed. Colleges. The students who answered were given a
personalexplanationofthequestionnaires'purposeandprocedures. Theanalyticalobjectiveswereachie
ved using the data gathered from the questionnaire.The scale was put into operation as
acomplicated scale with multiple dimensions. Different methods may be employed to
determinethe reliability of a test. The test-retest method, parallel form method, split-half method,
andmethod of rational equivalence are among the most popular methods. The split-half method
wasutilized for the present study's purpose. Female students' challenges and demands in
HigherEducationhadasplit-halfreliabilitycoefficientof0.82.

DiscussionsandImplications

Female students perceived high perceptions with respect to the areas viz., Relevance
ofgirls'education,facilities,professionalcompetenciesofstaff,curricula,teachers,researchquestions
and general perceptions of challenges and demands in higher education. There is
highsignificantcorrelationwasestablishedbetweentheareasviz.,UtilityofGirlsEducation,Facilities,
Staff Professional Competency, Curricular Issues, Teacher Related Issues, InstitutionalRelated
Issues, Social Issues, Financial Related Issues, Family Related Issues, Research RelatedIssues
and Overall Perceptions towards Challenges and Requisites in Higher Education.Thevalue of
girls' education was very different for students of different age groups. The 20-year-oldgroup of
respondents viewed it as higher than others. According to their medium of instruction,Telugu
medium category respondents perceived high than that of English medium categoryrespondents,
according to their type of family, nuclear family type of category respondentsperceived high, and
also unmarried category respondents perceived high. According to theirfather qualification,
Intermediate qualified fathers of women students perceived high than that ofthe rest and also
according to their mother qualification, Degree & above qualified mothers ofrespondents
perceived high. According to the father's profession, the commercial profession ofthe
respondents' fathers was viewed as high. The income of their parents is below Rs.
50,000Parentshadhigherannualincomesthanothers.

With regard to Utility of Girls Education, there is no significant difference
betweenperceptions of respondents with respect to class studying, locality, management, type of
college,mother occupation, social status and religion. It shows that, they expressed one and the
sameopinion about the usefulness of girls' education.The facilities of all women students
fromdifferentagegroupsweresignificantlydifferent. Therespondentsfromthe20-yearagegroup
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thought the facilities were superior to those in the rest. According to the college
management,women students studying in Government colleges believed that their education was
superior tothose in Private and Private Aided colleges. According to their mother occupation, the
paidemploymentoftherespondents'motherswasseenashighcomparedtothatofothers.

WithregardtoFacilities,thereisnosignificantdifferencebetweenperceptionsofrespondentswi
threspecttoclassstudying,medium,locality,maritalstatus,typeofcollege,father and mother
qualification, father occupation, parental income, social status and religion.
ItisevidentthattheyheldthesameopiniononFacilities. Withrespecttotheprofessionalcompetence  of
staff, all students in different age groups differed significantly and respondents inthe 20-year age
group were more numerous than others. Based on their educational environment,respondents in
the middle kannada category had a high score compared to respondents in themiddle English
language category. Depending on their qualification as father, Degree & abovequalified fathers
of respondents perceived high than that of the rest. The income of their parentsis Rs. 50000 to
1,00,000 Parental annual income of parents expressed high than that of the
rest. WithregardtoStaffProfessional Competency,thereisnosignificantdifferencebetweenperception
s of respondents with respect to class studying, locality, management, type of college,type of
family, marital status, mother education, father and mother occupation, social status
andreligion.Itprovesthattheyhadthesameopinionabouttheprofessionalcompetenceofthestaft.

The curriculum issues were significantly different among female students of different
agegroups. The respondents from the 20-year age group viewed the curriculum as higher than
that ofthe others. According to their class studies, those who are studying Professional Courses
weremore likely to perceive it higher than those who are studying Degree and PG. Based on
theirparenting income, belowRs. 50000 Parental annual incomeof parents expressed high than
thatof the rest. The perception of General Category caste women students is higher than those
ofOBC,SC,andSTcategorystudents,basedontheirsocialstatus.

In terms of teacher questions, all students in different age groups differed
considerablyand respondents in the 20-year age group perceived a high level compared to others.
The classstudies showed that those who are studying Professional Courses had a higher
perception of
itthanthosewhoarestudyingDegreeandPG.Ruralareacategoryrespondentsweremorelikelytoperceiv
e high levels than urban and tribal area category respondents based on their locality.
Theperception of women in the unmarried category is higher than that of women in the
marriedcategory. According to their mother education, Degree & above skilled mothers of
studentsperceivedashighasthatoftherest. WithregardtoTeacherRelatedIssues,thereisnosignificant
difference between perceptions of respondents with respect to medium, management,type of
college, type of family, father education, father and mother occupation, parental
income,SocialStatusandreligion.ItisevidentthattheyhadthesameopiniononTeacherRelatedIssues.
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Thesocialissuesoffemalestudentsfromdifferentagegroupsweresignificantlydifferent.  The
respondents from the 20-year age group perceived the high level of social issues
ashigherthantherest. Dependingontheireducationalenvironment,studentsinthemediumkannada
category perceive a high level as that of students in the medium English category.According to
their family type, Nuclear family category respondents perceived high than that ofJoint family
category respondents, According to their marital status, unmarried category
femalestudentsperceivedhighthanthatofmarriedcategoryrespondents. Theilliterate
fathersoffemalestudentsbelievethattheireducationissuperiortothatofothers,basedontheirfather'sedu
cation. The perception of intermediate qualified mothers of female students is higher than
therest, according to their mother education. The perception of fathers and mothers as employees
offemale students is high based on their occupations. Depending on their social situation,
studentsin the ST category received a high level of satisfaction compared with rest. In terms of
socialissues, there is no significant difference in respondents' perceptions of classroom
education,community, and management, type of college, father's education, parental income and
religion. Itindicates that they had the same opinion on social issues.In terms of finances, all
students indifferent age groups differed considerably and respondents in the 20-year age group
felt that
theratewashigh. Accordingtotheireducationalmethod,Kannadamediumcategorywomenstudents
had a higher perception of themselves than English medium category students. Theperception of
rural area category female students is higher than urban and tribal area categorywomen students,
according to their locality. By family type, respondents in the nuclear familyclass had high
incomes compared to those in the joint family class. The perception of unmarriedcategory
women students is higher than those of married category respondents, according to theirmarital
status. The fathers of women students perceive their children higher than those of otherstudents
based on their father's occupation. Their parental income is higher than Rs. 100000parental
income of female students perceived high than that of the below Rs. 50000 and Rs.50,000 to
100,000 family income. The social status of ST category female students makes
themperceivethemselveshigherthanothers.

Conclusion

Female students are currently faced with numerous problems that hinder their
potentialand adversely impact their personal, psychological, and professional development. The
currentstudy focused on the challenges facing women students in higher education. It also
suggests howto overcome these problems and to minimize the phenomenon in our system. The
study focusedmainly on the importance of female education, and the issues of women in Higher
EducationInstitutions. The researcher also focused mainly on the requisites for the enhancement
of femaleempowerment. Hence, the main aim of the study is to know the perceptions of Women
StudentsontheChallenges whattheyarefacingandtoknowtherequisitesfortheempowerment.
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