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ABSTRACT:

This study examines the socio-economic status of migrant workers in the Mumbai metropolitan region.
Weanalyse the patterns of income, consumption and savings and the nature of work of migrant workers in
theMumbai metropolitan region, based on data from a sample of 400 migrant workers. We find that
informalinformation networks across the hometown migrant workers play an important role in the migration of
workersto the Mumbai metropolitan region. Poor economic conditions in the hometown, high salaries and
betteremployment in the Mumbai metropolitan region have been identified as the main reasons for migrating to
theMumbai metropolitan region. While there is almost no change in the nature of migrant employment, even
aftermigration,there has been a shift from low-income classes before migration to high-income classes
aftermigration. Despite improving income levels, the living conditions of most migrant workers are miserable,
withmost living either in poor rented apartments or on construction sites with no sanitation facilities.
adequatehygiene.

KEYWORDS:LabourMobility, MumbaiMetropolitanRegion,wages,economicgrowth,occupationetc.
Agglomeration(UA),withapopulationof

INTRODUCTION:
Humanpopulaceanditsdynamicsareinspired
throughmorethanoneelementandadditives
of change. Migration is
extremelyimportantintheurbanisationproces
s.Anumber of researchers have recognised
theimportance of migration in the context
ofsocialchangesandeconomicgrowth,observ
ingthatlargescalemovement,whetherbetwee
nnationsoramongdifferentsocial and
ecological zones within a
singlenation,hasplayedanessentialpartinsoci
altransformation. MumbaiCity,SuburbanMu
mbai, Thane, and Raigarh are the
fourdistrictsthatmakeuptheMumbaiMetrop
olitanRegion.Itcomprisesthedistrictsof
Mumbai,Thane'surbancore,and a  few
Raigarh district settlements. TheVasai-
VirarUAareaofThanedistrict,which has a
population, is not included

intheMumbaiUA .GreaterMumbaiUrban

18.4million,isIndia'smostpopulousmegacity
,accordingto the2011 Census.The plethora
of industrial and
commercialbusinessesinthecityhasalwaysdr
awnimmigrantsfrombothinsideandbeyondth
estate to India's commercial capital. Due
tothelimitedspaceavailableforfuturepopulat
ionandeconomicexpansionandthemassiven
umberofmigrants, GreaterMumbai City
began to move its
inhabitantstoothernearbyplaces.

The current study examines the
migrationtrend in Mumbai city and its
surroundingregion in Thane district, which
make for alarge portion of the Mumbai
MetropolitanArea.ltalsoexamineseconomic
statisticstoanalysechangesintheareainterms
ofemploymentopportunitiesandthelong-
termviabilityofthismegacity.
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OBJECTIVESOFSTUDY:
1. To types and
causesof migration with

understand the

special
referencetoMumbaiMetropolitanAr
ea.

2. Tostudymigrantworkers'contributio
nstoeconomicgrowthinMumbaiMetr
opolitanArea.

LITERATUREREVIEW:
Deshingkarand Anderson(2004)assertthatmi
grationismorefrequentlyadoptedincountries
like India as a regular means
ofsubsistencethanonlyasareactiontoshocks.
Both  poverty and

animpactonmigration.

wealth have

Grimm and Deshingkar (2004). [48]
Sincetheyarebetterequippedtocapturetheep
hemeralmovementsthatseemtocharacterize
a substantial amount of
currentmigration,thestudyhasconcentratedn
otablyonanumberofinterdisciplinaryvillage

studies.

Martin,2007[49].Thisreporthighlightsthebe

nefits migrant workers bring to
Thailandand makes recommendations for
promotingeconomicdevelopmentandrespec
tableemploymentinboththesendingandrecei
vingnations. Themacroeconomiccontributio
effects

ofmigrantworkersarediscussedinthisarticlea

ns and microeconomic
s part of an assessment of the needs of
theThai labour market. They also talk
abouthowtheyimpactThailand'sjobsandGD
P.

Boubtane, et al (2010). [53] In this
article,theimpactofimmigrationoneconomic
progressin22OECDcountriesisreevaluated.l
tisbasedonadistinctivedatasetthatpermitsski
lI-level-basedseparation
migration of  native-bornandforeign-
bornpeople. AnenhancedSolow-
Swanmodelwithmigrationis

between net
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included,andsystemGMMisemployedforest
imates.Accordingtothisperspective,immigr
ants' contributions to human
capitalhaveapositiveimpactoneconomicgro
wth. Althoughthetotalimpactisnormallymini
mal,evenincountrieswithhighlyselectiveim
migrationpolicies,themechanicaldilutioneff
ectisfrequentlyoffset by the contribution of
immigrants

tothedevelopmentothumancapital.

Rukumnuaykit& Bryant
Thisarticle claims that

(2013).  [58]
immigration to
Thailandwould result in a 1% increase in
the laborforce but a 5% fall in income. This
effect
isstrongerthanwhatisfrequentlyseeninindust
rializedcountries. Thereisnoevidencethatim
migrationhasaffectedThailand'sinternalmig
rationorthecountry'semploymentrates.

Empiricalresearchonintragenerationallabou
mobility has
focusedonpaydisparitiesandworkermobility
patterns(Duryeaetal.,2006;Nguyenetal.,201

3;Nordmanetal.,2016).However,there is a

r market mostly

scarcity of relevant research
inIndiaandSouthAsiaingeneral. Themajority
of mobility research in India hasbeen on
intergenerational mobility

(Azam,2015;Reddy,2015)

Chakraborty, et al (2020). [73] The
studyhasfoundthatallthesample'smigrantwo
rkersarenowintheirearlytomid-thirties,

despite having
theirinitiallocationsintheirearlytwenties.Mo
stmigrantlabourersarrivedinsouthIndiaafter
Kolkata or
northernorwesternIndiancities. Themajority

relocated from

working in other
oftheworkers,themajorityofwhomarenoww
orking for contractors, heard
aboutthe job vacancies in south India via
theirfellowvillagersoracquaintances.Duetothe

labour
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continuousmigrationofmigrantworkersfrom
easternand north-eastern India, thepresent
Bengali migrant laborers in southlndia are
experiencing challenges. But over80% of
them have no back

toWestBengalinthefuture.

plans to go

RESEARCHMETHODOLOGY:
ThestudywascarriedoutinMumbaiMetropol
itanArea.Numerousmigrantsarrive in
Mumbai Metropolitan
eachyear.Thisisbecauseinformationonmigra
tionandrelatedissuescamefrompeoplewhoh
adreallygonethroughthemigrationlegislatio
n.

Area

Thedatasource,samplesize,samplingmethod
ology, and analyticaltoolsare allincluded.
The researcher's first
informationgatheredfromthesamplerespond
entsisthemain data. The researcher used the
maindatafrom400

respondentswhowerechoseninMumbaiMe
tropolitanAreausing a simple random
sample approach.Percentage analysis is one
of the

statisticaltechniquesusedfordataanalysis.

DATACOLLECTION
Primarydatawasgatheredusingastandardize
dquestionnaire.
Secondarydataisolderinformationgleanedfr
ombooks,periodicals,andothersources.

SAMPLINGMETHODS
Usingastraightforwardrandomsampleproce
dure,therespondents'dataarecollected.

LIMITATIONSOFTHESTUDY:
1. The results might be distorted

basedonthe waythe
questionnairewasused.
2. The research is limited to

MumbaiMetropolitanArea.
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DATAANALYSIS:

400 migratory workers with an average
ofaround ten years of work-related
migrationmake up the sample. A total of
60% of themigrants arrived in Mumbai
MetropolitanAreawiththeirfamilies. Thesam
pleincludesmigrantsfromfifteendifferentstat

einMumbaiMetropolitanArea.

Workers'GeographicDistributionandMi
grationPatterns:

StateofOrigin | Total Percentage
MigratedWor|
kers
Andhra 22 5.5
Pradesh
Assam 16 4
Bihar 48 12
Chhattisgarh 12 3
Gujarat 22 5.5
Haryana 10 2.5
Jharkhand 5 1.25
Karnataka 11 2.75
Madhya 9 2.25
Pradesh
Maharashtra 121 30.25
Odisha 2 0.5
Rajasthan 13 3.25
TamilNadu 9 2.25
UttarPradesh 68 17
WestBengal 35 8.75

Accordingtothestudy,migrantsfromMahara

shtra,Bihar, UttarPradesh,Biharand West
Bengal migrated
bythemselvesorviaacquaintancestoMumbai
MetropolitanArea.

have mostly

Accesstoessentialservices:

The availability of various Dbasic
necessitiesforthemigrantworkers,suchashou

sing,
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fuelforcooking,power,drinkingwater,toilets,
anddrainagesystems,ismentioned.

Ofthe400workers,70%ofmigrantworkersha
veaccesstoessentialservices.

MumbaiMe| Lack Lackof | Useo

tropolitanA of | accesst | fGov

rea accesstoe | otoilet | ernm

lectricity enth

ospi
tal

Vasai- 7 10 22

Virar

Greater 12 24 34

Mumbai

Thane 22 22 49

Kalyan- 8 11 19

Dombivali

Navi 38 48 98

Mumbai

Ulhasnaga | 19 28 39

r

Panvel 14 17 19

Total 120 160 280

According to the study, a sizable portion
ofthelabourforceinNaviMumbaihasaccessto
necessities.

Averagenumberof
intheMumbaiMetropolitanArea:

yearsspent
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Ulhasnagar 60 28 7
Panvel 44 20 6
In terms of the average number of

yearsspentinMumbaiMetropolitanArea,wor
kersintheNaviMumbaihavespentlesstime (5
years) thanthose
Areas(between7to10years). WorkersinKaly
an-Dombivali have spent the most years
onaverage. This tendency holds
whetherwe examine the number of years

inother

true

since
themigrantarrivedinMumbaiMetropolitanA
rea.

DailyWagesbyTypeofOccupation:

MumbaiMetro| Size | Inter- AverageY
politanArea statemi ear
grant
Vasai-Virar | 28 56 8
Greater 40 48 7
Mumbai
Thane 72 34 8
Kalyan- 28 36 10
Dombivali
Navi 128 | 59 5
Mumbai

Occupation | No. Mean | Median
of | Wage | Wage

Workers | (Rs) | (Rs)

Construction | 148 280 300

Labour -

LowWages

Construction | 89 360 370

Labour-

Medium

Wages

Construction | 35 500 550

Labour -

HighWages

Painter 58 410 400

Others 70 360 350

Total 400 376 370

Accordingto thestudy, meanandmedian
wagesobtainedbyworkersinvariousoccupati
ons are disaggregated. As can beseen from
the table, individuals classed
asconstruction employeesmay be further
categorized as low wage, middle wage,
andhighwageworkers.Theaveragepayinthes
ecategoriesisbetweenRs300andRs
500.Afterhigh-payconstructionemployees,
painters have the greatest dailywage.
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HYPOTHESISTESTINGUSINGANOV
A:SINGLEFACTOR

Relation between occupation and
wagesofmigrantlabours

Ho:NullHypothesis: Thereisnosignificant

relationship between occupationand wages
of migrant
MumbaiMetropolitanArea.

labours in

H1:AlternativeHypothesis: Thereisasignific
ant relationship between occupationand
wages of labours in

MumbaiMetropolitanArea.

migrant

As per ANOVA: Single Factor p-
value(0.000142) is less than significance
value,rejectthenullhypothesis. Thisindicates
there is a significant relationship
betweennumberofoccupationandMedianwa
gesofmigrantlabourinMumbaiMetropolitan

Area.

Relationbetweenshareofinterstatemigran
tandaverageyearinMumbaiMetropolitan
Area.

Ho:NullHypothesis:Thereisnostatistically
significant association
betweentheshareofinterstatemigrantsandthe

averageyearinMumbaiMetropolitanArea.

H1:AlternativeHypothesisThereisastatistic
ally significant
betweentheshareofinterstatemigrantsandthe
averageyearinMumbaiMetropolitanArea.

association

AsperANOV A:SingleFactorthep-
value(6.99E-05) is less than significance
value,rejectthenullhypothesis. Thisindicates
there is a significant relationship
betweennumberofoccupationandMedianwa
gesofmigrantlabourinMumbaiMetropolitan
Area.
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CONCLUSIONS:

Mostoflaborsstillwishtostayinthesuburban

regions of Mumbai as it is a goodplace for
them despite the hardships andhardships
they have endured,
theycanearnmoreandenjoypleasantsurround
Unlikethe
landlords and zamindars of their area,the
people of Maharashtra are said to
bekindandgentle.Also,thereisacertaingroup

where

ings and delicious cuisine.

of people who are against the large-
scaleinfluxofworkerstoMumbaiMetropolita
n Area because they are
impureandsuspectedofcarryinginfectiousdis
eases. For the state's rising crime rate,many
people then acquire them. However,when
looking at GDP growth and the rolethatin-
migrantlaborhasplayedinthedevelopment of
each sector, especially theunskilled labor
sector where the state hasexperienced

severe crisis in recent years,

itbecomesclearthattheseworkersareessential

because even agriculture has begunto
demand them due to the growing
laborshortage.

Attheexpenseofthousandsoflivesandthefeeli
ngstheyhave,aswellashavinganegative

effect on culture, growth is
beingpursuedinMumbaianditssurroundings
a place where people
higherhumanindicesandsenses.Thelaborlaw
federal

governmentdo not provide any protections

uburbs. have

softhe state as well as the

for migrantworkersinthecountry.

Due to the lack of accurate information
andstatisticsonthecurrentandincomingmigr
ant workers n the state,
policymakingformigrantworkersandtheirso
cioeconomicconcernsisoneofthemajorobsta
cles the state has in addressing large-
scalelabormigration.
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Aculturallysensitiveinterventionwouldbeeff
understanding and
formulatingeffective and necessary steps to

ective in

maintain ahealthy flow of migrant laborer
to the
state,whichisnownecessarytosustainecono
micgrowth, and would not suffice to think
ofmigrantlaborsasasinglesetwithoutdifferin
gbackgroundsandneeds.
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